














CARMEL VALLEY COMMUNITY PLANNING BOARD
c/o MNA Consulting
427 C Street, Ste. 308
San Diego, CA 92101
PH: 619/239-9877 x11; FAX: 619/239-9878
www.cvsd.com/planning.html

July 8, 2008 DRAFT

Councilman Scott Peters, District 1
City of San Diego

202 C Street, MS #10A

San Diego, CA 92101

Supervisor Pam Slater-Price, District 3
County Board of Supervisors

1600 Pacific Highway, Room 335

San Diego, CA 92101

Subject: Utility Poles Along Via de la Valle in the
Western San Dieguito River Valley

Dear Councilman Peters and Supervisor Slater-Price:

We are disappointed and concerned with the recent proliferation of unsightly
utility poles now dominating the landscape of the San Dieguito River Valley
"Wetlands Restoration Project” from the ocean to El1 Camino Real. The necessity
of removing 10 SDG&E wooden and steel poles from the lagoon area will add
ten more unsightly poles to the 33 existing poles and 9 wires/cables just south
of Via de Valle will total 43 poles with accompanying crossarms and other
attachments within just a half-mile stretch of the wetlands viewshed.

In previous letters to the City of San Diego, this Board has argued for
undergrounding of all utility lines in this natural open space park and
restoration. The Board consistently has asked the City to make this a priority
area for undergrounding, especially given the wetlands restoration effort
involving years of public and private funding, lobbying efforts, and thousands of
volunteer hours. Also, we have stated that undergrounding of power lines in
the Via de la Valle and El Camino area should be an integral part of any City
plans to widen these roads.

These requests have gone unheeded and now, within a year and a half of the
completion of the wetlands restoration project, an $86 million Southern
California Edison mitigation requirement, the much anticipated and welcomed
"return to nature" is severely blighted by 33, soon to be 43, power lines, both
AT&T's and SDG&E's.



First and foremost, all utility lines in this natural setting should be
undergrounded. City 20A fund allocations should be re-examined, to place this
project as a priority, given the impacts of this intrusion on the natural
environment to residents and drivers from the City and County from Carmel
Valley, Rancho Santa Fe, Fairbanks Ranch, and the cities of Solana Beach and
Del Mar. With cooperation between the City and County, other sources of
funding can and should be sought. This is our primary request.

However, we agree with the San Dieguito Planning Group's proposal to you
(letter to you March 11, 2008) that, in the interim, a solution that would reduce
these 43 utility poles to 10 should be actively pursued before the wetlands
restoration project is completed sometime next year.

According to SDPG's technical advisor on this issue, Bruce Liska, whose career
includes working with SDG&E on transmission lines, all existing 33 utility
poles' wires and cables can be consolidated onto the newly-relocated 10 poles,
which have been designed by SDG&E to support these lines. This action not
only would greatly reduce the number of utility poles forming almost a wall
along Via de la Valle. It also would move all equipment nearly 100 ft. south of
Via de la Valle, to a lower and less imposing elevation.

We especially appreciate the SDPG's summary of this situation:

"This undergrounding or realignment can and should be completed in time
for the Lagoon Restoration opening scheduled for late 2009 to provide the
public with what it deserves: a world-class view of a restored lagoon."
(and wetland/upland preserve)

Thank you for your past leadership in preservation efforts in this beautiful river
valley.

Frisco White, Jan Fuchs/Anne Harvey, Co-Chairs
Chair Regional Issues Subcommittee

Cc: Dave Roberts, Chair
Joint Powers Authority, San Dieguito River Valley Park

Samir Tanious, Project Manager
Southern California Edison

Paul D. Marks, Chair
San Dieguito Planning Group

J.C. Thomas III, Regional Manager of Public Affairs
SDG&E





