
 

 

AGENDA 
SAN DIEGUITO RIVER VALLEY REGIONAL OPEN SPACE PARK  

JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY 
 

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Friday, November 18, 2005 

County Administrative Center 
1600 Pacific Highway, Room 302/303 

San Diego 
 
Speaker slips will be available.  Please fill out a slip and give it to the Chair prior to 
the meeting if you wish to speak to an item on the agenda.  The Board may take 
action on any item listed on the Consent or Action agenda. 
 
Introductions and Announcements. 
 
Approval of the Minutes of October 21, 2005  
 
Executive Directors Report - Quarterly Work Program Update 

Public Comment 

This portion of the agenda provides an opportunity for members of the public to 
address the Board on items of interest within the jurisdiction of the Board and not 
appearing on today's agenda.  Comments relating to items on today's agenda are to be 
taken at the time the item is heard.  Pursuant to the Brown Act, no action shall be 
taken by the Board on public comment items. 
 

ACTION 

1. Nominating Committee Recommendations for Board Officers 

2. Set Public Hearing for Acquisition of Lake Sutherland East Property 

3. Potential Sale of Fairbanks Ranch Country Club 

4. Potential Escondido High School Site on Dorn Property 

INFORMATION 
 

5. Quarterly Ranger Report (oral) 



 

 

6. Status Reports 

a. Wetland Restoration Project/Coastal Trail 

b. Sikes Adobe Historic Farmstead 

c. Del Dios Gorge Trail 

d. Lake Hodges Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge 

e. Other 

 

7. Jurisdictional Status Reports  

An opportunity for the Board members to report on actions taken within their jurisdictions to 
further the park planning process, or problems which have arisen.  

8. Communications  

 
Adjournment        Chair  
 
 
THE NEXT REGULAR JPA MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2005. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Dick Bobertz at (858) 674-2270. 
 
****Due to the high cost of printing and mailing the JPA and CAC agendas, the JPA has converted 
to an email distribution of both agendas.  Please advise the office at 858 674-2270 if you do not have 
an e-mail address and want other arrangements will be made. Full packets will continue to be mailed 
free of charge to JPA and CAC members upon request.  For others, the cost of the full agenda, with 
backup material, is $45 per year, and the cost of the agenda without backup material is $10 per year. 
 The agenda and minutes are available at no cost on the San Dieguito River Park web site at 
www.sdrp.org. 



Agenda Item 3 
November 18, 2005 

 

 

1. Draft letter to City of San Diego 
2. Exhibits relating to Trail Condition in City Approvals of the FRCC project. 
3. 1996 Memo from Attorney Dwight Worden 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

DATE 
 
Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of San Diego 
202 “C” Street 
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
Dear Mayor Sanders and Councilmembers: 
 
SUBJECT: Potential Sale of Fairbanks Ranch Country Club 
 
Several times over the years since the San Dieguito River Park Joint Powers Authority was 
created, the Fairbanks Ranch Country Club has attempted to purchase the land from the City on 
which their club and golf course is situated.  On each occasion our Board of Directors has 
advised your Council that the property has special significance to the San Dieguito community, 
that the development arrangement approved in 1982 was over the objections of many, 
ameliorated only by the assurances of the San Diego City Council of that day that the property 
would eventually be placed in public open space forever.   
 
As you know, the Fairbanks Country Club area was developed under a specific plan that was 
approved by the City Council in 1982. The approvals constituted several documents including a 
General Plan Amendment, zone change, Conditional Use Permit, Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR), specific plan, and subdivision map. These documents cited the benefits of preserving “600 
acres of open space” as an important component of the specific plan and an exchange for 
allowing development of the surrounding 341 residential units. The developer received a sizable 
density bonus allowed by annexing the land from the county and residential clustering under a 
“planned residential development” (PRD).  
 
The open space was deeded to the City and a golf course was developed on the property under a 
lease agreement that is due to expire in 2044. The original documentation that supports public 
ownership of the property includes: 
 

• The entire golf course was placed in an open space easement (with the exception of the 
club house) that would be retained by the City for future open space use.  

 
• The CEQA findings of approval cited the “dedication of the floodplain to the City of San 

Diego and placement of the majority of the adjacent slopes into open space” as mitigation 
for land use, biological and air quality impacts, and as justification for a Statement of 
Overriding Considerations. The findings cite in several places the “dedication of 600 
acres of permanent open space and recreational land” to the City as justification for 
certifying the EIR.  

 
• The City staff’s analysis in 1982 cited the “public benefit anticipated to be obtained from 

the open space dedication” as justification for approving a controversial development and 
shift of land from “future urbanizing” to “planned urbanizing”. 
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Although we have not seen the specifics of a new offer, the San Diego Union Tribune has 
reported that the Club is once again seeking to acquire the property, this time for $20 million. 
The JPA Board understands that the City is considering selling many city-owned properties in 
light of the City’s financial situation. The JPA would only support sale of this critical open space 
land if such a sale met the objectives of the San Dieguito River Park in the form of the following 
conditions: 
 

• An open space deed restriction is placed on the land such that no uses are allowed other 
than the golf course, and land remains in open space in perpetuity. 

 
• The Country Club may not expand its operations. 

 
• The invasive species monitoring and maintenance program is made part of any title 

transfer and the program enforced by the City or appropriate resource agency. 
 

• The MSCP plan for this area to “enhance and restore a riparian corridor/wildlife 
connection through the golf course at Fairbanks Country Club” is implemented. 

 
• An easement for the San Dieguito River Park’s Coast to Crest Trail along the north side 

of the San Dieguito River to the satisfaction of the JPA is specifically identified and 
included in the deed.  

 
We strongly urge that any potential sale is only considered through an open public process where 
all stakeholders are included. Thank you for your consideration of the San Dieguito River Park 
Board of Directors’ position. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Betty Rexford, 
Chair 




