
4.0  History of Project Changes 

 

San Dieguito Lagoon W-19 Restoration Project Final EIR Page 4-1 
November 2018 

CHAPTER 4.0 
HISTORY OF PROJECT CHANGES 

 
 
San Dieguito Lagoon has been degraded from historical conditions due to development and 
infrastructure expansion in the watershed, as described in Section 2.3. Since the 1990s, numerous 
federal, state, and local agencies and organizations have been involved in enhancement efforts 
within the lagoon to address these degraded conditions. The Concept Plan proposed restoration 
of San Dieguito Lagoon, with additional detail and habitat designations provided in the 
subsequent Park Master Plan for the lagoon, published in 2000. 
 
The 2006 SCE restoration project, described in Section 2.3, restored the majority of the area 
analyzed in the Park Master Plan (approximately 440 acres). The Plan also explored restoration 
opportunities for the remaining unrestored habitat areas within the lagoon. Specific restoration 
opportunities at W-19 were identified in the Marine Life Mitigation Plan for the Carlsbad 
Desalination Plant (Poseidon 2008). Preparation of a subsequent Feasibility Study (Dokken 
2011) further evaluated a series of alternatives for the potential restoration of the W-19 
restoration site to wetlands as part of the mitigation strategy for the I-5 North Coast Corridor 
Project and the El Camino Real Bridge/Road Widening Replacement Project, both described in 
Chapter 8, Cumulative Impacts. 
 
The Feasibility Study led to San Dieguito Lagoon W-19 Restoration Project being identified as a 
mitigation opportunity within the I-5 North Coast Corridor PWP/TREP, as noted in Chapters 2 
and 3. Specifically, the PWP/TREP considers the proposed San Dieguito W-19 Restoration 
Project as mitigation that would establish 47.3 acres of coastal wetland and 9.6 acres of upland 
habitat, as well as restore 19.8 acres of upland. Mitigation needs for the El Camino Real 
Bridge/Road Widening Replacement Project are identified as establishing approximately 15 
acres of brackish wetlands and enhancing/establishing 5 acres of riparian habitat. To satisfy 
mitigation needs and establish a wetland system that can be sustained into the future, potential 
effects of both sea level rise (e.g., higher water elevations) and storm events (e.g., sedimentation 
from water carried down the San Dieguito River) were taken into account as part of project 
development (Appendices D and F, respectively) and identification of the proposed project. 
Future habitat conversion due to sea level rise for the proposed project was modeled and is 
discussed in Section 10.1. 
 
Information from past efforts, as well as input provided by responsible agencies and interested 
organizations and individuals, has been used to guide not only development of the proposed 
project, but also the alternatives for the W-19 project. Alternative B would establish 
approximately 88 acres of wetland and riparian habitat, 24 acres of coastal sage scrub, and 25 
acres of transitional upland habitat. Approximately 99 acres of wetland and riparian habitat, 21 
acres of coastal sage scrub, and 18 acres of transitional habitat would be established with 
Alternative C. Both Alternatives B and C would initially meet mitigation requirements outlined 
within the I-5 North Coast Corridor PWP/TREP. While both alternatives would initially meet 
mitigation requirements outlined in the PWP/TREP, sea level rise and storm events could affect 
or alter initial habitat acreages (anticipated sea level rise effects are detailed in Section 10.1 and 
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effects of potential sedimentation from storm events is detailed in Appendix F), as habitats for 
both alternatives would be designed to allow for natural influences (e.g., sedimentation during 
episodic storm events) and evolution over time. The history of alternatives considered over the 
course of project development is provided in Chapter 10 of this EIR. 
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