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5.11 CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
Cultural resources consist of sites, buildings, structures, objects, and districts or other places of 
human activity that are considered significant to a community, culture, or ethnic group. These 
resources may be historic or prehistoric in age, or a combination of both. The cultural study area 
refers to the entire boundary of San Dieguito Lagoon. The W-19 restoration area of potential 
effects (APE) is the extent of physical disturbance for the undertaking as shown in Figure 5.11-1. 
The beach sites proposed for material placement during wetlands maintenance are dynamic 
coastal areas that have previously been utilized for sand placement by the SCE restoration 
project. No cultural resources have been identified within those sites. 
 
This section is based primarily on information from the Archaeological Resource Report for the 
San Dieguito Lagoon W-19 Restoration Project (Appendix N). Other studies include the San 
Dieguito Wetland Restoration Project (Berryman and Woodman 2000), the EIR/EIS for the San 
Dieguito Wetlands Restoration Project (USFWS and San Dieguito River Park JPA 2000), 
Cultural Resource Overview for the San Dieguito River Valley (Gallegos et al. 1988), and Data 
Recovery Excavations Conducted at Archaeological Site CA-SDI-10,238 (Cooley et al. 2000). 
 
5.11.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
Regulatory Setting 
 
A full description of the regulatory setting for this document can be found in Appendix E. The 
following laws, regulations, policies, and plans are applicable to this resource area: 
 

• National Historic Preservation Act 
• Cal. Pub. Res. Code Section 5097.5, Section 5097.9, and Section 622.5 
• California Health and Safety Code Sections 7050.5, 7051, and 7052 
• CEQA Section 15064.5  
• City of San Diego Land Development Code, Historical Resources Regulations 
• City of San Diego Land Development Manual, Historical Resources Guidelines 

 
Cultural Setting 
 
The sequence of human occupation of coastal southern California begins in the Paleoindian 
period (11,500–8500 years before present [B.P.]), a time in which adaptations were formerly 
believed to be focused on the hunting of large game, but are now recognized to represent more 
generalized hunting and gathering, with considerable emphasis on marine resources (Erlandson 
and Colten 1991). The following period, the Archaic (8500–1300 B.P.), is traditionally seen as 
encompassing both a coastal and an inland focus, with the coastal Archaic represented by the 
shell middens of the La Jolla complex and the inland Archaic represented by the Pauma complex. 
The Late Prehistoric period (1300–200 B.P.) is marked by the appearance of small projectile 
points indicating the use of the bow and arrow, the common use of ceramics, and the replacement 
of inhumations with cremations. 
 
During the Spanish period (1769–1821), the San Diego region was subject to exploration and the 
establishment of permanent Spanish settlements. San Diego Presidio and the missions at 
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San Diego and San Luis Rey were built and occupied during this period. Water has always been 
an important resource in the semiarid San Diego region and water projects began in the Spanish 
period with the construction of Padre (Mission) Dam and its 6-mile flume. 
 
Many Spanish practices survived into the early part of the Mexican period (1821–1848). The 
secularization of the missions in 1834 brought notable changes to the land ownership in the 
region. Large tracts of land were granted to families and individuals. Cattle ranching was a major 
economic focus. 
 
The American period (1848–present) began when Mexico ceded California to the United States 
as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. While some of the previous land claims were 
validated, much of the land that was once part of the ranchos became available for settlement. 
Population movement into California was an outgrowth of several events, including the 
discovery of gold, the conclusion of the Civil War, the passage of the Homestead Act, the 
construction of connecting railways, and both World War I and II. 
 
History of the Project Area 
 
The project property, located along the north side of the San Dieguito River, is well within the 
Kumeyaay/’Iipai (southern Diegueño) territory as understood by the Spaniards and later 
chroniclers. The Kumeyaay are traditionally considered a hunting-gathering society 
characterized by central-based nomadism. With a history stretching back at least 2,000 years, the 
Kumeyaay at the point of contact were settled in permanent villages or Rancherias with strong 
alliances. During the Late Period, the mouths of major drainages were often the location for a 
larger settlement. Locally, examples of known Kumeyaay villages were Kulaumai, immediately 
to the north; San Elijo Lagoon at the mouth of Escondido Creek (Kroeber 1925); and to the 
south, Ystagua, in Sorrento/Soledad Valley near the mouth of a coastal confluence of several 
larger creeks (Carrico 1977; Carrico and Taylor 1984). It is, therefore, interesting that the early 
explorers and ethnographers did not record such a village at the mouth of the San Dieguito River. 
While the Portola expedition apparently did encounter a settlement when they crossed the river 
in 1769, no native name has survived to assign to this drainage (Carrico 1977:34–35). 
 
Early historical contact in the area is documented in the records of Don Gaspár de Portolá’s 1769 
expedition up the California coast to Monterey to identify locations for future missions and 
presidios. The Portolá expedition consisted of 63 men, including Franciscan Father Juan Crespí, 
cartographer Miguel Costansó, and Spanish officers and soldiers. Following established trails 
north from the Native American village of Cosoy at Presidio Hill on July 14, the expedition 
reached the San Dieguito Valley the following day, camping “near a large pool of fresh water 
west of present day El Camino Real” (Carrico 1977:34). South of the camp among a 
concentration of fresh water pools was a large Kumeyaay village. After exchanges and 
interaction with the Kumeyaay, the expedition left the next day, following the route of today’s 
Camino Viejo. Portolá’s route was used in subsequent years by Franciscan Padre Junipero Serra 
as he spearheaded the establishment of presidios, missions, and pueblos from San Diego to 
Sonoma. General Stephen Kearney’s men followed its path during the Mexican-American War 
and, following California’s admission to the United States in 1850, the well-worn El Camino 
Real served as the main north-south stage route (Forbes 1915; Corle 1949; Riesenberg 1962). 
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Mexican Rancheros inhabited the region until California became a state in 1850. The W-19 
restoration site lies outside the southwest corner of the Rancho San Dieguito, whose 8,824.71 
acres were later officially deeded by the United States Government to Juliana L. Osuna and 
family on April 18, 1871 (California State Archives 2000: MC 4:4–183). By 1872, the area of the 
San Dieguito river valley between the ocean and the Rancho was occupied by six property 
owners. 
 
Until the end of the 19th century, the river valley sustained ranches and agriculture. At the same 
time, the coastal area was being used for recreation, including the tent city of “Del Mar” owned 
by Ella and Theodore Loop, which lent its name to the later residential development. The land 
within the W-19 restoration site continued to be used primarily for agriculture in the east up until 
the late 2000s as multiple restoration and mitigation projects altered the landscape (County of 
San Diego 1956, 2009). 
 
Records Search 
 
A California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) cultural resources records search 
for the proposed project APE and a 0.05-mile radius was conducted by Dokken Engineering in 
February 2011 at the Southern California Information Center (SCIC) and was updated by 
AECOM on July 17, 2015. The records search provides background information about the 
number and types of archaeological sites that might be present within the W-19 restoration site 
and vicinity. The records searches revealed that 179 investigations have been reported within a 1-
mile radius of the W-19 restoration site. Of these 179 reports, 36 intersected the project APE. 
These investigations consisted of seven EIRs, four Finding-of-Effects reports, six inventory 
reports, five monitoring reports, seven survey reports, two survey and evaluation/testing reports, 
one general overview, two records searches, one supplemental project report, and one technical 
report. The entirety of the APE has been previously surveyed two times (USFWS and San 
Dieguito River Park JPA 2000; Hector and Brewster 2002) and 90 percent of the APE a total of 
three times (Gallegos et al. 1988; Berryman and Woodman 2000; Byrd and O’Neill 2002). 
Historical aerials were also consulted during initial investigations. 
 
At least 116 archaeological resources have been recorded within a 1-mile radius of the APE. 
These consist of 39 prehistoric isolates, one cairn isolate of undetermined age, 63 prehistoric 
sites, five historic sites, and five multicomponent sites. Two sites (CA-SDI-192 and -193) have 
no description and CA-SDI-5370 is fossilized shell that was found not to be an archaeological 
resource. Of the 116 archaeological resources identified in the records search, nine cultural 
resources were previously identified within the archaeological APE for the project. Four of these 
are prehistoric isolates (P-37-14760, -14761, -14764, -14765), three are prehistoric shell scatters 
with lithic components (CA-SDI-7291, -7293, -10118), one is a prehistoric shell scatter with pit 
feature (CA-SDI-20032), and one is a historic refuse scatter (CA-SDI-10535). Prehistoric isolate 
P-37-14761 was previously recorded 39 feet outside of the APE but was later observed within 
the APE. 
 
During review of the Draft EIR for the project, the City of San Diego Archaeological staff 
discovered additional information regarding an archaeological site in proximity to the W-19 site 
(P-37_8225H/CA-SDI-8225H) that was originally recorded in 1980 and updated in 1983.  The 
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site was further expanded during monitoring and data recovery for another project. However, a 
site form was never prepared to reflect new information, which included the discovery of human 
remains.  
 
A Sacred Lands File Search was requested from the Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) on June 10, 2015, for the W-19 restoration site and a 1-mile radius. On September 25, 
2015, all 13 groups identified by the NAHC were contacted by mail. Two responses, from the 
Inaja Cosmit Band of Mission Indians and the Kwaaymii Laguna Band of Mission Indians, were 
received and neither had comments. 
 
Tribal Cultural Resources 
 
Although this EIR was initiated before AB 52 took effect and the project is not required to meet 
the requirements of that regulation, potential impacts to Tribal cultural resources are considered 
in the context of the cultural resources discussion and analysis.  Under AB 52, a Tribal cultural 
resource is identified as a site, feature, place, cultural landscape, sacred place or object, which is 
of cultural value to a Tribe; and is either on or eligible for the California Historic Register or a 
local historic register; or the lead agency, at its discretion chooses to treat the resource as a Tribal 
cultural resource (PRC Section 21074). Additionally, California Native American Tribes are 
those included “on the contact list maintained by the NAHC for the purposes of Chapter 905 of 
the Statues of 2004a” (PRC Section 21073).  Of the resources identified by the records search, 
five archaeological sites are located within the project area, however, none were found to be 
eligible for the California Historic Register. 
 
Field Survey 
 
AECOM conducted a pedestrian survey on September 9 and 10, 2015, to identify cultural 
resources in the APE (Appendix N). The APE in general was very disturbed and overgrown with 
vegetation, and much of it was inaccessible. Overall visibility across the APE averaged 10 
percent or less. The survey resulted in the relocation of one previously recorded isolated mano 
(P-37-14761) and two previously recorded prehistoric shell scatter sites (CA-SDI-20032 and 
CA-SDI-7291). One newly identified prehistoric shell scatter site was found during the survey 
(SDL-S-1). Four previously recorded sites and four previously recorded isolates were not 
relocated during the survey. This is likely due to disturbances related to previous agricultural 
practices, restoration efforts, and grading for vehicular and pedestrian roadways, which may have 
destroyed the resources, or displacement as a result of heavy ground disturbance and/or visibility 
limitations related to dense vegetation growth since these resources were originally recorded. 
 
Due to the presence of shell at two of the sites, a subsurface survey was conducted on October 8 
and 9, 2015, utilizing hand-held augers to determine whether sites P-37-31581 and SDL-S-1 
contained a subsurface deposit. No subsurface presence was identified for either site. Due to the 
lack of artifacts or other items that would yield information about the activities at these two sites, 
both sites were found not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or 
California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). 
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5.11.2 IMPACT THRESHOLDS 
 
A significant impact would occur if implementation of the proposed project would: 
 

A. Result in an alteration, including the adverse physical or aesthetic effects and/or the 
destruction of a prehistoric or historic building (including an architecturally significant 
building), structure, or object or site; 

B. Result in any impact to existing religious or sacred uses within the potential impact area; 
or 

C. Result in the disturbance of any human remains, including those interred outside of 
formal cemeteries. 

 
The CEQA impact thresholds for cultural resources are those recommended by the City of San 
Diego Development Services Department. 
 
5.11.3 IMPACT ANALYSIS 
 
The impact analysis addresses both archaeological and built environment resources for the 
proposed project, including lagoon restoration, materials disposal, and wetlands maintenance. 
 
W-19 Restoration 
 
Archaeological Resources 
 
As discussed in Section 5.11.1, no known significant archaeological sites or Tribal cultural 
resources have been identified in or directly adjacent to the W-19 restoration site. While no 
CRHR- or NRHP-eligible archaeological properties within the proposed project APE will be 
adversely affected, much of the W-19 restoration site is covered in young alluvium, which could 
cap buried stable surfaces that may contain archaeological resources. Grading activities for the 
proposed project have the potential to encounter previously unidentified, potentially significant 
archaeological resources in these stable sediments, particularly in the margins of the lagoon 
where human activities may have been obscured by the deposition of these younger alluvial soils 
by seasonal flooding. The potential for physical impact to, or destruction of, archaeological 
resources would be considered a significant impact (Criterion A). 
 
No existing religious or sacred uses have been identified within the W-19 restoration site. The 
proposed project would have no impact to existing religious or sacred uses within the 
potential impact area (Criterion B). 
 
Although there is no evidence for the presence of human remains within the W-19 project site, 
based on an unrecorded discovery of human remains in proximity to the project area as described 
under the Record Search discussion above, there may be a potential for encountering human 
remains during ground-disturbing activities. Thus, the unanticipated presence of human 
remains within the W-19 site would be considered potentially significant (Criteria C). 
There is no evidence indicating the possible presence of human remains within the 
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proposed project site and no impact due to the disturbance of human remains is 
anticipated (Criterion C). 
 
Built Environment Resources 
 
As discussed in Section 5.11.1, no built environment resources have been identified in or directly 
adjacent to the W-19 restoration site. The records search did not identify any previously recorded 
built environment resources within the W-19 restoration site. No impact would result to 
existing built environment resources (Criterion A). 
 
Materials Disposal 
 
Archaeological Resources 
 
No previously recorded archaeological sites or existing religious or sacred uses have been 
identified within the proposed disposal site. The proposed site includes both previously 
undisturbed areas and areas that have been graded. Up to 3 feet of excavation could occur within 
the previously undisturbed portion of the disposal site to salvage topsoil. Areas from previously 
undisturbed portions of the disposal site were not adequately surveyed due to access issues or 
poor visibility from dense vegetation. Additionally, the hillside setting of the proposed project 
disposal site may have the potential for buried sites below the level of previous disturbance and 
current hillside ground surface level due to alluvial soil runoff. Therefore, the W-19 restoration 
site may have the potential for resources to be present during excavation of previously 
undisturbed portions of the disposal site; thus, potential for physical impact to, or 
destruction of, archaeological resources due to materials disposal activities would be 
significant (Criterion A). 
 
The proposed project disposal site would have no impact to existing religious or sacred uses 
within the potential impact area, and there is no evidence indicating the possible presence 
of human remains within the proposed disposal site; therefore, no impacts are anticipated 
(Criteria B and C). 
 
Although there is no evidence for the presence of human remains within the W-19 disposal site, 
based on an unrecorded discovery of human remains in proximity to the project area as described 
under the Record Search discussion above, there may be a potential for encountering human 
remains during ground-disturbing activities. Thus, the unanticipated presence of human 
remains within the W-19 disposal site would be considered potentially significant (Criteria 
C). There is no evidence indicating the possible presence of human remains within the 
proposed disposal site; therefore, no impacts are anticipated (Criterion C). 
 
Built Environment Resources 
 
As discussed in Section 5.11.1, no built environment resources have been identified in or directly 
adjacent to the proposed disposal site. The records search did not identify any previously 
recorded built environment resources within the proposed project disposal site. No impact 
would result to existing built environment resources (Criterion A). 
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W-19 Wetland Maintenance 
 
Archaeological Resources 
 
Material removed during sediment maintenance would be alluvial sediment carried downstream 
and deposited in the lagoon during severe storm events. Therefore, intact cultural resources 
would not occur within this recently transported sediment, and its removal would not result in 
impacts to cultural resources. Beach placement of this sediment would not require disturbance of 
underlying sediment, so there is no risk of encountering previously unidentified resources during 
material placement. Additionally, environmental documentation from the SCE restoration project 
found no CRHR- or NRHP-eligible archaeological properties within the placement sites, so 
known archaeological resources would not be altered or destroyed as a result of the proposed 
project. Impacts related to the alteration or destruction of cultural resources would be less 
than significant (Criterion A).  
 
No existing religious or sacred uses have been identified within the W-19 restoration site or 
placement sites, and there is no evidence indicating the possible presence of human remains 
within the restoration site or the placement sites. Additionally, as described above, sediment 
maintenance activities would remove only surficial sediment deposited during storm events and 
would not disturb any previously unknown buried resources. Therefore, the proposed project 
would have no impact to existing religious or sacred uses and would not result in the 
disturbance of human remains (Criteria B and C). 
 
Built Environment Resources 
 
As discussed in Section 5.11.1, no built environment resources have been identified in or directly 
adjacent to the W-19 restoration site or placement sites. The records search did not identify any 
previously recorded built environment resources within the proposed project restoration site or 
placement sites. No impact would result to existing built environment resources (Criterion 
A). 
 
5.11.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF IMPACTS 
 
Table 5.11-1 summarizes the impact conclusions identified in the Impact Analysis for each 
threshold of significance. Significant impacts due to potential alteration of unknown prehistoric 
resources during excavation at the W-19 or disposal sites would occur. 
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Table 5.11-1 
Summary of Cultural Resources Impact Conclusions 

Threshold 
W-19 

Restoration 
Materials 
Disposal 

W-19 Inlet 
Maintenance 

A. Result in an alteration, including the 
adverse physical or aesthetic effects 
and/or the destruction of a prehistoric or 
historic building (including an 
architecturally significant building), 
structure, or object or site 

Significant Significant Less Than Significant 

B. Result in any impact to existing 
religious or sacred uses within the 
potential impact area 

No Impact No Impact No Impact 

C. Result in the disturbance of any 
human remains, including those interred 
outside of formal cemeteries 

No ImpactSignificant No ImpactSignificant No Impact 

 
 
5.11.5 MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
Archaeological resources or buried human remains, if present onsite, could be substantially 
damaged or destroyed during excavation of underlying stable sediments within the W-19 
restoration site or previously undisturbed portion of the proposed disposal site. The potential for 
damage or destruction of archaeological resources or human remains would be considered a 
significant impact. 
 
Implementation of Mitigation Measure Cultural-1 would reduce proposed project impacts to 
archaeological resources to less than significant levels (Section 5.11.4). There is no evidence for 
the presence of human remains within the W-19 restoration site and proposed disposal site, but 
should human remains be encountered during ground-disturbing activities conducted as part of 
the proposed project Although there is no evidence for the presence of human remains within the 
W-19 restoration site and proposed disposal site, based on information regarding the discovery of 
human remains in proximity to these areas, there may be a potential for encountering human 
remains during ground-disturbing activities for the proposed project and therefore, the applicable 
sections of Mitigation Measure Cultural-1 would be implemented to ensure impacts are less than 
significant. 
 
Cultural-1 

I. Prior to Permit Issuance (for projects that include ground disturbance) 

 A. Entitlements Plan Check 

1. Prior to issuance of any construction permits, including, but not limited to, the 
first Grading Permit, Demolition Plans/Permits and Building Plans/Permits, but 
prior to the first preconstruction (precon) meeting, whichever is applicable, the 
Project Archaeologist shall verify that the requirements for archaeological 
monitoring and Native American monitoring have been noted on the applicable 
construction documents through the plan check process. 
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 B. Letters of Qualification Have Been Submitted to Project Archaeologist 

1. The project’s cultural resources consultant shall submit a letter of verification to 
Mitigation Monitoring Coordination (MMC) identifying the Principal Investigator 
(PI) for the project and the names of all persons involved in the archaeological 
monitoring program, as defined in the City of San Diego Historical Resources 
Guidelines (City of San Diego 1999). If applicable, individuals involved in the 
archaeological monitoring program must have completed the 40-hour 
HAZWOPER (Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response) training 
with certification documentation. 

2. MMC would provide a letter to the project’s cultural resources consultant 
confirming the qualifications of the PI and all persons involved in the 
archaeological monitoring of the project meet the qualifications established in the 
Historical Resources Guidelines. 

3. Prior to the start of work, the project’s cultural resources consultant must obtain 
written approval from MMC for any personnel changes associated with the 
monitoring program. 

II. Prior to Start of Construction 

 A. Verification of Records Search 

1. The PI shall provide verification to MMC that a site-specific records search 
(quarter-mile radius) has been completed. Verification includes, but is not limited 
to, a copy of a confirmation letter from SCIC, or, if the search was in-house, a 
letter of verification from the PI stating that the search was completed. 

2. The letter shall introduce any pertinent information concerning expectations and 
probabilities of discovery during trenching and/or grading activities. 

3. The PI may submit a detailed letter to MMC requesting a reduction to the 
quarter-mile radius. 

 B. PI Shall Attend Precon Meetings 

1. Prior to beginning any work that requires monitoring; the JPA and Corps shall 
arrange a precon meeting that shall include the PI, Native American 
consultant/monitor (where Native American resources may be impacted), 
Construction Manager (CM) and/or Grading Contractor, Resident Engineer (RE), 
Building Inspector (BI), if appropriate, and MMC. The qualified archaeologist 
and Native American monitor shall attend any grading/excavation-related precon 
meetings to make comments and/or suggestions concerning the archaeological 
monitoring program with the CM and/or Grading Contractor. 

a. If the PI is unable to attend the precon meeting, the JPA and Corps shall 
schedule a focused precon meeting with MMC, the PI, RE, CM or BI, if 
appropriate, prior to the start of any work that requires monitoring. 
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2. Identify Areas to Be Monitored 

a. Prior to the start of any work that requires monitoring, the PI shall submit an 
Archaeological Monitoring Exhibit (AME) (with verification that the AME 
has been reviewed and approved by the Native American consultant/monitor 
when Native American resources may be impacted) based on the appropriate 
construction documents (reduced to 11 inches x 17 inches) to MMC 
identifying the areas to be monitored, including the delineation of 
grading/excavation occurring within stable undisturbed sediments. 

b. The AME shall be based on the results of a site-specific records search as well 
as information regarding existing known soil conditions (native or formation). 

3. When Monitoring Will Occur 

a. Prior to the start of any work, the PI shall also submit a construction schedule 
to MMC through the RE indicating when and where monitoring would occur. 

b. The PI may submit a detailed letter to MMC prior to the start of work or 
during construction requesting a modification to the monitoring program. This 
request shall be based on relevant information such as review of final 
construction documents that indicate site conditions such as depth of 
excavation and/or site graded to bedrock, etc. that may reduce or increase the 
potential for resources to be present. 

III. During Construction 

 A. Monitor(s) Shall Be Present during Grading/Excavation/Trenching 

1. The Archaeological Monitor shall be present full time during soil-disturbing and 
grading/excavation/trenching activities into stable undisturbed sediments that 
could result in impacts to archaeological resources as identified on the AME. The 
CM is responsible for notifying the RE, PI, and MMC of changes to any 
construction activities such as in the case of a potential safety concern within the 
area being monitored. In certain circumstances, Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration safety requirements may necessitate modification of the AME. 

2. The Native American consultant/monitor shall determine the extent of their 
presence during soil-disturbing and grading/excavation/trenching activities based 
on the AME and provide that information to the PI and MMC. If prehistoric 
resources are encountered during the Native American consultant/monitor’s 
absence, work shall stop and the Discovery Notification Process detailed in 
Section III.B–C and IV.A–D shall commence. 

3. The PI may submit a detailed letter to MMC during construction requesting a 
modification to the monitoring program when a field condition such as modern 
disturbance post-dating the previous grading/trenching activities, presence of 
fossil formations, or when native soils are encountered that may reduce or 
increase the potential for resources to be present. 

4. The Archaeological Monitor and Native American consultant/monitor shall 
document field activity via the Consultant Site Visit Record (CSVR). The CSVRs 
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shall be faxed by the CM to the RE the first day of monitoring, the last day of 
monitoring, monthly (Notification of Monitoring Completion), and in the case of 
ANY discoveries. The RE shall forward copies to MMC. 

 B. Discovery Notification Process 

1. In the event of a discovery, the Archaeological Monitor shall direct the contractor 
to temporarily divert all soil-disturbing activities including, but not limited to, 
digging, trenching, excavating, or grading activities in the area of discovery and 
in the area reasonably suspected to overlay adjacent resources and immediately 
notify the RE or BI, as appropriate. 

2. The Archaeological Monitor shall immediately notify the PI (unless Monitor is 
the PI) of the discovery. 

3. The PI shall immediately notify MMC by phone of the discovery, and shall also 
submit written documentation to MMC within 24 hours by fax or email with 
photos of the resource in context, if possible. 

4. No soil shall be exported offsite until a determination can be made regarding the 
significance of the resource, specifically if Native American resources are 
encountered. 

 C. Determination of Significance 

1. The PI and Native American consultant/monitor, where Native American 
resources are discovered, shall evaluate the significance of the resource. If human 
remains are involved, follow protocol in Section IV below. 

a. The PI shall immediately notify MMC by phone to discuss significance 
determination and shall also submit a letter to MMC indicating whether 
additional mitigation is required. 

b. If the resource is significant, the PI shall submit an Archaeological Data 
Recovery Program that has been reviewed by the Native American 
consultant/monitor, and obtain written approval from MMC. Impacts to 
significant resources must be mitigated before ground-disturbing activities in 
the area of discovery would be allowed to resume. Note: If a unique 
archaeological site is also a historical resource as defined in CEQA, then the 
limits on the amount(s) that the project may be required to pay to cover 
mitigation costs as indicated in CEQA Section 21083.2 shall not apply. 

c. If the resource is not significant, the PI shall submit a letter to MMC 
indicating that artifacts would be collected, curated, and documented in the 
Final Monitoring Report. The letter shall also indicate that that no further 
work is required. 

IV. Discovery of Human Remains 

If human remains are discovered, work shall halt in that area and no soil shall be exported 
offsite until a determination can be made regarding the provenance of the human remains, 
and the following procedures as set forth in CEQA Section 15064.5(e), Cal. Pub. Res. 
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Code (Section 5097.98) and State Health and Safety Code (Section 7050.5) shall be 
undertaken: 

 A. Notification 

1. Archaeological Monitor shall notify the RE or BI as appropriate, MMC, and the 
PI, if the Monitor is not qualified as a PI. MMC would notify the appropriate 
Senior Planner in the Environmental Analysis Section (EAS) of the Development 
Services Department to assist with the discovery notification process. 

2. The PI shall notify the Medical Examiner after consultation with the RE, either in 
person or via telephone. 

B. Isolate Discovery Site 

1. Work shall be directed away from the location of the discovery and any nearby 
area reasonably suspected to overlay adjacent human remains until a 
determination can be made by the Medical Examiner in consultation with the PI 
concerning the provenance of the remains. 

2. The Medical Examiner, in consultation with the PI, would determine the need for 
a field examination to determine the provenance. 

3. If a field examination is not warranted, the Medical Examiner would determine 
with input from the PI whether the remains are, or are most likely to be, of Native 
American origin. 

 C. If Human Remains Are Determined to Be Native American 

1. The Medical Examiner would notify the NAHC within 24 hours. By law, only the 
Medical Examiner can make this call. 

2. The NAHC would immediately identify the person or persons determined to be 
the Most Likely Descendant (MLD) and provide contact information. 

3. The MLD would contact the PI within 24 hours or sooner after the Medical 
Examiner has completed coordination, to begin the consultation process in 
accordance with CEQA Section 15064.5(e), the Cal. Pub. Res. Code and 
California Health and Safety Codes. 

4. The MLD would have 48 hours to make recommendations to the JPA and Corps 
or representative, for the treatment or disposition with proper dignity, of the 
human remains and associated grave goods. 

5. Disposition of Native American human remains would be determined between the 
MLD and the PI, and, if: 

a. The NAHC is unable to identify the MLD, or the MLD failed to make a 
recommendation within 48 hours after being notified by the NAHC; OR; 

b. The JPA and Corps or authorized representative rejects the recommendation of 
the MLD and mediation in accordance with Cal. Pub. Res. Code 5097.94 (k) 
by the NAHC fails to provide measures acceptable to the JPA and Corps, then, 

c. In order to protect these sites, the JPA and Corps shall do one or more of the 
following: 
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 (1) Record the site with the NAHC; 

 (2) Record an open space or conservation easement on the site; 

 (3) Record a document with the County. 

d. Upon the discovery of multiple Native American human remains during a 
ground-disturbing land development activity, the JPA and Corps may agree 
that additional conferral with descendants is necessary to consider culturally 
appropriate treatment of multiple Native American human remains. Culturally 
appropriate treatment of such a discovery may be ascertained from review of 
the site utilizing cultural and archaeological standards. Where the parties are 
unable to agree on the appropriate treatment measures, the human remains and 
cultural materials buried with Native American human remains shall be 
reinterred with appropriate dignity, pursuant to Section 5.c., above. 

D. If Human Remains Are Not Native American 

1. The PI shall contact the Medical Examiner with notification of the historic era 
context of the burial. 

2. The Medical Examiner would determine the appropriate course of action with the 
PI and JPA and Corps staff (Cal. Pub. Res. Code 5097.98). 

3. If the remains are of historic origin, they shall be appropriately removed and 
conveyed to the San Diego Museum of Man for analysis. The decision for 
interment of the human remains shall be made in consultation with MMC, EAS, 
any known descendant group, and the San Diego Museum of Man. 

V. Night and/or Weekend Work 

A. If Night and/or Weekend Work Is Included in the Contract 

1. When night and/or weekend work is included in the contract package, the extent 
and timing shall be presented and discussed at the precon meeting. 

2. The following procedures shall be followed. 

a. No Discoveries 

 In the event that no discoveries were encountered during night and/or 
weekend work, the PI shall record the information on the CSVR and submit to 
MMC via fax by 8 a.m. of the next business day. 

b. Discoveries 

 All discoveries shall be processed and documented using the existing 
procedures detailed in Sections III – During Construction, and IV – Discovery 
of Human Remains. Discovery of human remains shall always be treated as a 
significant discovery. 

c. Potentially Significant Discoveries 
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 If the PI determines that a potentially significant discovery has been made, the 
procedures detailed under Section III – During Construction and IV –
Discovery of Human Remains shall be followed. 

d. The PI shall immediately contact MMC, or by 8 a.m. of the next business day, 
to report and discuss the findings as indicated in Section III-B, unless other 
specific arrangements have been made. 

B. If Night and/or Weekend Work Becomes Necessary during the Course of 
Construction 

1. The CM shall notify the RE, or BI, as appropriate, a minimum of 24 hours before 
the work is to begin. 

2. The RE, or BI, as appropriate, shall notify MMC immediately. 

C. All Other Procedures Described Above Shall Apply, as Appropriate. 

VI. Post-Construction 

A. Preparation and Submittal of Draft Monitoring Report 

1. The PI shall submit two copies of the Draft Monitoring Report (even if negative), 
prepared in accordance with the Historical Resources Guidelines that describes 
the results, analysis, and conclusions of all phases of the Archaeological 
Monitoring Program (with appropriate graphics) to MMC for review and approval 
within 90 days following the completion of monitoring. It should be noted that if 
the PI is unable to submit the Draft Monitoring Report within the allotted 90-day 
timeframe resulting from delays with analysis, special study results, or other 
complex issues, a schedule shall be submitted to MMC establishing agreed-upon 
due dates and the provision for submittal of monthly status reports until this 
measure can be met. 

a. For significant archaeological resources encountered during monitoring, the 
Archaeological Data Recovery Program shall be included in the Draft 
Monitoring Report. 

b. Recording Sites with State of California Department of Parks and Recreation 

 The PI shall be responsible for recording (on the appropriate State of 
California Department of Park and Recreation forms-DPR 523 A/B) any 
significant or potentially significant resources encountered during the 
Archaeological Monitoring Program in accordance with the City’s Historical 
Resources Guidelines, and submittal of such forms to the SCIC with the Final 
Monitoring Report. 

2. MMC shall return the Draft Monitoring Report to the PI for revision or for 
preparation of the Final Report. 

3. The PI shall submit revised Draft Monitoring Report to MMC for approval. 

4. MMC shall provide written verification to the PI of the approved report. 
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5. MMC shall notify the RE or BI, as appropriate, of receipt of all Draft Monitoring 
Report submittals and approvals. 

B. Handling of Artifacts 

1. The PI shall be responsible for ensuring that all cultural remains collected are 
cleaned and catalogued. 

2. The PI shall be responsible for ensuring that all artifacts are analyzed to identify 
function and chronology as they relate to the history of the area; that faunal 
material is identified as to species; and that specialty studies are completed, as 
appropriate. 

3. The cost for curation is the responsibility of the property owner. 

C. Curation of Artifacts: Accession Agreement and Acceptance Verification 

1. The PI shall be responsible for ensuring that all artifacts associated with the 
survey, testing, and/or data recovery for this project are permanently curated with 
an appropriate institution. This shall be completed in consultation with MMC and 
the Native American representative, as applicable. 

2. The PI shall include the Acceptance Verification from the curation institution in 
the Final Monitoring Report submitted to the RE or BI and MMC. 

3. When applicable to the situation, the PI shall include written verification from the 
Native American consultant/monitor indicating that Native American resources 
were treated in accordance with state law and/or applicable agreements. If the 
resources were reinterred, verification shall be provided to show what protective 
measures were taken to ensure no further disturbance occurs in accordance with 
Section IV – Discovery of Human Remains, Subsection 5. 

D. Final Monitoring Report(s) 

1. The PI shall submit one copy of the approved Final Monitoring Report to the RE 
or BI as appropriate, and one copy to MMC (even if negative), within 90 days 
after notification from MMC that the draft report has been approved. 

2. The RE shall, in no case, issue the Notice of Completion and/or release of the 
Performance Bond for grading until receiving a copy of the approved Final 
Monitoring Report from MMC that includes the Acceptance Verification from the 
curation institution. 

 
Implementation of Mitigation Measure Cultural-1 would reduce proposed project impacts to 
cultural resources to less than significant levels (Section 5.11.4). 
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