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5.13 PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES 
 
This section summarizes the public services and utilities within the project area, including the 
disposal site. Public utilities and infrastructure can include telephone and cable lines, gas lines 
and oil pipelines, wastewater and sewer outfalls/access/structures, solid waste disposal sites, 
natural gas lines, electrical transmission lines, and utility poles. Because this restoration project 
does not increase the demand for public services or utilities, this analysis focuses on impacts 
related to the potential for disruption of service and infrastructure. Additionally, no utilities are 
present on the material placement site; therefore, those locations are not addressed in this 
analysis. Information in this section is derived from project field surveys and service provider 
information, as referenced in the text, as well as Preliminary Utility Plans for the proposed 
project (Appendix P). 
 
5.13.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
Regulatory Setting 
 

A full description of the regulatory setting for this document can be found in Appendix E. The 
following laws, regulations, policies, and plans are applicable to this resource area: 
 

• California Government Code, Section 4216: Protection of Underground Infrastructure 
• Public Utilities Code [California Public Utilities Commission General Order 131-D] 

 
A variety of utility infrastructure traverses the W-19 restoration site. Multiple service providers, 
jurisdictions, and agencies own and maintain these utilities. The existing utility infrastructure is 
described below. No public services, including lifeguard/police service and services such as 
libraries and schools, would be affected by the proposed project. These public services are not 
discussed further. 
 
The relevant policies and regulations regarding public services and utilities, both at the W-19 site 
and the disposal site, are summarized in this section. A comprehensive description of applicable 
regulatory laws, plans, policies, and regulations is provided in Appendix E. 
 
W-19 Restoration 
 
SDG&E holds a utility easement for a 150-foot-wide corridor that traverses the W-19 restoration 
site, as shown in Figure 3-7. The majority of the utilities present on the project site are 
consolidated within this corridor. Beyond the northern terminus of the berm, many of the utilities 
cross under the San Dieguito River on the northern boundary of the restoration site. As described 
in Section 5.5, Geology/Soils, these utilities are currently vulnerable to exposure during storm 
events at the point where they cross under the river (Appendix D). 
 
Electricity 
 
SDG&E provides electrical service to the San Diego region, including the project area. The 
utility corridor described above contains three 69-kV SDG&E power transmission lines, one of 
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which also includes a 12-kV underbuilt distribution line, in addition to a number of other 
utilities, as described below. A separate set of SDG&E poles, including five wooden and one 
steel foundation pole, currently carry a 69-kV transmission line and a 12-kV distribution line 
across the project area to the west of the utility corridor. A smaller SDG&E 12-kV overhead line 
runs along the southern side of El Camino Real, outside the boundary of the W-19 restoration 
site. 
 
Gasoline/Oil Pipelines 
 
Kinder Morgan owns one 16-inch high-pressure petroleum pipeline and one 10-inch pipeline 
(currently dormant) that traverse the W-19 restoration site within the SDG&E utility corridor. 
The pipelines are used to carry fuels (gasoline and oil) between Los Angeles and San Diego 
counties. 
 
Gas 
 
SDG&E owns a 30-inch, 595-PSI (pounds per square inch) gas transmission line traversing the 
W-19 restoration site within the utility corridor. 
 
Cable/Telephone Lines 
 
Three fiber-optic lines are buried within the limits of the utility corridor across the W-19 
restoration site; two are owned by Cox Communication and one is owned by NextG 
Communications. An overhead AT&T telephone line is present on the southern side of El 
Camino Real, outside the boundary of the W-19 restoration site. 
 
Disposal Site 
 
There are no existing utilities within the disposal site grading limits. However, overhead 
electrical facilities owned by SDG&E run north-south immediately east of the disposal site. 
 
5.13.2 IMPACT THRESHOLDS 
 
A significant impact would occur if implementation of the proposed project would: 
 

A. Result in a need for new systems, or require substantial alterations to existing utilities, 
the construction of which would create physical impacts: 

• Natural gas 
• Water 
• Sewer 
• Communication systems 
• Solid waste disposal 

B. Result in the use of excessive amounts of fuel or energy (e.g., natural gas); 

C. Result in the use of excessive amounts of power; 
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D. Result in use of excessive amounts of water; or 

E. Result in landscaping which is predominantly non-drought-resistant vegetation. 
 
The CEQA impact thresholds for public services and utilities are those recommended by the City 
of San Diego Development Services Department (City of San Diego 2011). 
 
5.13.3 IMPACT ANALYSIS 
 
W-19 Restoration 
 
For project implementation to occur, relocation of the SDG&E electric lines (69 kV and 12 kV) 
that are outside of the utility corridor would be required. The City of San Diego has future plans 
to underground these lines within existing roadways that are planned for widening and other 
improvements by the City of San Diego in the near future (El Camino Real and Via de la Valle). 
However, if the W-19 restoration project occurs before the road improvements, the project would 
coordinate the relocation of these lines into the existing utility corridor. As described in Section 
3.4, Project Components, relocated electrical lines would be incorporated either onto existing 
electrical facilities within the utility corridor that have capacity or onto new poles within an 
expansion of the existing utility corridor to the west. The corridor and associated easement may 
be expanded by up to 20 feet to accommodate the relocated lines with necessary clearances. 
 
The relocated line would connect to existing electrical infrastructure as shown in Figure 3-7. At 
the northern end of the utility corridor, the line would connect to an existing utility pole west of 
the utility corridor and south of Via de la Valle. At the southern end of the corridor, the relocated 
lines would extend west along El Camino Real, approximately 10 feet from the north side of the 
roadway and adjacent to the proposed trail, before connecting to the existing electrical 
alignment. New poles installed along El Camino Real would be compliant with SDG&E pole 
standards and would be 60 to 70 feet high to maintain required clearances for pedestrian, bicycle, 
and vehicular traffic safety along the road. 
 
The remainder of utilities located within the project area are within the utility corridor and would 
not be impacted by implementation of the proposed project. As stated in Section 5.13.1, there is 
the potential for scour of the utilities that pass under the river under existing conditions. 
Modeling shows, however, that implementation of the proposed project would not increase the 
likelihood of these utilities becoming exposed or the severity of exposure events (Appendix P). 
Therefore, the proposed project would not result in impacts related to the exposure or scour of 
these utilities. 
 
Restoration activities within the utility corridor would include planting and related ground 
disturbance. Installation of rock slope protection along the elevated berm adjacent to the utility 
corridor would also occur, as shown in Figure 3-3. Where armoring would be installed on the 
slope, the ground would be dug up and protection placed. The armoring would then be placed 
under the finished grade, re-covered with soil, and replanted. No armoring would be placed in 
the river. The aboveground utilities within the utility corridor would be maintained in place and 
would not be impacted by the proposed project. The proposed project would not result in a need 
for new systems, or require substantial alterations to existing utilities. Neither of the potential 
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configurations of the relocated electrical line would result in any interruption in utility 
service, or any demand for an increase thereof; therefore, impacts related to utility services 
would not occur (Criterion A). 
 
Construction equipment used during construction and maintenance activities would result in the 
consumptive use of fuel, power, and/or energy. Energy sources such as gasoline and diesel oil 
would be used to power construction and maintenance equipment and vehicles. Electrical power 
would be used for lighting. Standard construction measures, such as the minimization of idling 
time, would minimize the extent of these uses. However, the project would not require any 
ongoing energy use once completed. Impacts related to excessive use of fuel, energy, or 
power would be less than significant (Criteria B and C). 
 
Similar to the use of energy described above, water consumption associated with the proposed 
project would be limited and would only be required during initial construction, the plant 
establishment period, and maintenance activities. Planting activities associated with the proposed 
project would involve minimal water use, as the majority of habitat types that would be 
established would be inundated by tidal waters. Restoration activities within upland/transitional 
areas outside of tidal influence would utilize a drought-resistant native plant palette that would 
require only temporary irrigation during plant establishment. Therefore, impacts related to 
excessive use of water or non-drought-resistant vegetation would be less than significant 
(Criteria D and E). 
 
Materials Disposal 
 
There are no existing utilities within the grading limits of the proposed disposal site, and the 
project would not create uses that would require utilities. Therefore, impacts related to 
demand for or alteration of utility systems would not occur (Criterion A). Consumption of 
fuel, power, energy, and water would be similar to that for the W-19 restoration site. Equipment 
and vehicles used in construction and maintenance activities would require the use of fuel, and 
electricity would be used for lighting (if necessary) during project implementation. After 
sediment is placed on the site and leveled, planting of a drought-tolerant palette of native plants 
would occur, and irrigation would only be required during the plant establishment period. 
Therefore, impacts related to energy, power, water, or non-drought-resistant vegetation 
would be less than significant (Criteria B, C, and D). Restoration at the disposal site would 
utilize a drought-resistant native plant palette as described under W-19 Restoration above, 
and impacts would be less than significant (Criterion E). 
 
W-19 Wetlands Maintenance 
 
Post-storm sediment maintenance activities, including sediment removal from W-19 and 
placement of material on area beaches, would not impact or require alterations to existing 
utilities, and would not result in a need for new utility systems. Therefore, impacts related to 
utility services would not occur (Criterion A). 
 
Construction equipment used during maintenance activities would result in the consumptive use 
of fuel, power, and/or energy. Energy sources such as gasoline and diesel oil would be used to 
power maintenance equipment and vehicles. Electrical power would be used for lighting. 
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Standard construction measures, such as the minimization of idling time, would minimize the 
extent of these uses. Impacts related to excessive use of fuel, energy, or power would be less 
than significant (Criteria B and C). 
 
Similar to the use of energy described above, water consumption associated with maintenance 
activities would be limited and would only be required following large, infrequent storm events. 
Any planting activities found necessary as a part of adaptive management would involve 
minimal water use, as the habitat types most likely to experience sedimentation would be 
inundated by tidal waters. Adaptive planting within those upland/transitional areas outside of 
tidal influence would utilize a drought-resistant native plant palette that would require only 
temporary irrigation during plant establishment. Therefore, impacts related to excessive use of 
water or non-drought-resistant vegetation would be less than significant (Criteria D and E). 
 
5.13.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF IMPACTS 
 
Table 5.13-1 summarizes the impact conclusions identified in the Impact Analysis for each 
threshold of significance. Impacts associated with public services and utilities would be less than 
significant. 
 

Table 5.13-1 
Summary of Public Services and Utilities Impact Conclusions 

Threshold 
W-19 

Restoration 
Materials 
Disposal 

W-19 Inlet 
Maintenance 

A. Result in a need for new 
systems, or require 
substantial alterations to 
existing utilities, the 
construction of which would 
create physical impacts: 
• Natural gas 
• Water 
• Sewer 
• Communication systems 
• Solid waste disposal. 

No Impact No Impact No Impact 

B. Result in the use of 
excessive amounts of fuel or 
energy (e.g., natural gas). 

Less than Significant Less than Significant Less than Significant 

C. Result in the excessive 
amounts of power. 

Less than Significant Less than Significant Less than Significant 

D. Result in use of excessive 
amounts of water. 

Less than Significant Less than Significant Less than Significant 

E. Result in landscaping 
which is predominantly non-
drought resistant vegetation. 

Less than Significant Less than Significant Less than Significant 

 
5.13.5 MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
The proposed project would not result in any significant impacts to public services or utilities, 
and no mitigation is required. 
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