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CHAPTER 6.0 
SIGNIFICANT IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES 

 
 
As required by Cal. Pub. Res. Code Section 21100(b)(2)(B) and Section 15126.2(c) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, an EIR must identify the significant, irreversible environmental changes that would 
result from a project. Irreversible environmental changes are typically categorized as either 
primary impacts, such as the direct use of nonrenewable resources or secondary impacts, which 
facilitate the use of such resources. Construction of the proposed project would result in the 
direct use of nonrenewable resources, including fossil fuels, natural gas, water, and building 
materials such as concrete. Additionally, electrical power would be used for lighting. However, 
use of these resources would be typical of a construction project and would not represent an 
extraordinary amount of material in comparison with other restoration projects of similar size. 
Therefore, the proposed project is not anticipated to consume substantial amounts of energy or 
use other resources in a wasteful manner. 
 
Implementation of the proposed project would result in irreversible changes to the natural 
environment. The project would change the lagoon environment by removing the existing 
vegetation and soils (or fill) from previous agricultural activities within the project area to 
establish a functional mix of coastal wetlands of approximately 50 acres of tidal salt marsh and 
15 acres of brackish wetlands. The project would also modify the San Dieguito River channel to 
enhance connectivity of the river to the river valley to promote functionality of the broader 
lagoon ecosystem and promote a sustainable system of native wetland and terrestrial vegetation 
communities. While the project would create a substantial change to the existing lagoon 
environment, the modifications are considered to be an improvement and biologically beneficial 
as wetland habitats are a valuable resource. 
 
Because the proposed project would not induce any growth or increased demand for resources in 
the area, changes to the natural environment would be limited to those related to initial 
construction or maintenance activities. As evaluated in Section 5.6, Biological Resources, 
recolonization and recovery of biological communities would be anticipated to occur within 5 to 
10 years. Additionally, the project would result in a net gain of more biologically productive 
habitat, with the restoration of approximately 141 acres to a functional mix of tidal salt marsh, 
brackish marsh, tidal wetlands, and transitional/upland habitats. Thus, consumption of resources 
or changes to the natural environment as a result of the proposed project would not be considered 
significant. 
 




