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AGENDA

SAN DIEGUITO RIVER VALLEY REGIONAL OPEN SPACE PARK
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Friday - June 7, 2024
10:30 a.m.

Location: San Rafael Parish Pastoral Center, Rooms D & E
(The Pastoral Center building is located on the south side of the parking lot)
17252 Bernardo Center Drive, Rancho Bernardo (north of Rancho Bernardo Dr.)

The Chair cannot start the meeting until a quorum is present. PLEASE ARRIVE
BY 10:25 A.M. The CAC may take action on any item listed on the Consent or
Discussion/Action agenda, but only when a quorum is present. If a quorum is
temporarily lost during the meeting, no further discussion will take place until the
quorum is regained. If the quorum is not regained, the meeting will be adjourned.
Please advise the Chair at the beginning of the meeting if you must leave before
12:15 p.m.

NOTICE: Agenda packets are available on the sdrp.org website. If you do not have
the ability to access or print an agenda, please contact the office at 858-674-2270
to make alternative arrangements.

Roll Call and Introductions Chair

Late arrivals should speak to staff to make sure their attendance is noted.

Approval of 5-3-24 Minutes (Pg. 3-6)

Chair’s Report Chair
Executive Director’s Report Staff

Public Comment Public



https://www.sdrp.org/wordpress/about/cac/

DISCUSSION/ACTION

1. Coast to Crest Trail Gap Presentation — Sutherland Segment

2. Committee Reports

Project Review Committee

Trails Committee

Interpretation Committee

INFORMATION

Horsepark Trail Repairs (oral report)
Osuna Trail Segment of CTC Trail (oral)

Correspondence

Adjournment Chair

The July 5, 2024 meeting is cancelled and the next meeting is scheduled for August 2, 2024.

If you have any questions, please call Dewanda Vandermost, Office Manager (858) 674-2270 x10
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SAN DIEGUITO RIVER PARK

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEMBERS PRESENT
Chris Khoury

Rich Risner

Bob Byrnes

Linda Oster

Maggie Brown
Monica Demler
Adrienne Brown
Dorothy Mclin

Don Wendt

Becky Rapp

Jeremy Blakespear
Jennifer Disser

Julie Klein

Udo Wahn

Beth Nelson

Cheryl Goddard
Pam Heatherington
Jim Smith

Jonathan Applebaum
Jeff Barnouw

Sue Carr, Alternate for Jan Fuchs
Bob Dudley

Bill Adelson

VISITORS/STAFF PRESENT
Shawna Anderson

Dewanda Vandermost

Kristina Leyva

Paul Bernstein

Daniel Smith

John Degenfelder

Introductions and Announcements

Chair Khoury called the meeting to order at 10:35 AM.

Minutes of May 3, 2024

REPRESENTING

CAC, Chair

American Society of Landscape Architects
California Native Plant Society — SD
Del Dios Town Council

Friends of the San Dieguito River Valley
Friends of Sikes Adobe

Lake Hodges Native Plant Club

Lomas Serenas Property Owners
Ramona Trails

Rancho Bernardo Planning Board

San Diego Bicycle Coalition

San Diego Mountain Biking Assoc.

San Diego Trails Alliance

San Dieguito Lagoon Committee

San Dieguito Planning Group

San Dieguito River Valley Conservancy
Sierra Club

Torrey Pines Community Planning Group
Volcan Mountain Foundation

Coastal Property Owner

Coastal Property Owner

San Pasqual Property Owner

Eastern Property Owner

San Dieguito River Park JPA

San Dieguito River Park JPA

Friends of the San Dieguito River Valley
Lake Hodges resident

Lake Hodges resident

Ramona Trails Association

Guests introduced were Paul Bernstein and Daniel Smith from the Lake Hodges neighborhood.

Approval of Minutes- 2-2-24

Pam Heatherington moved to approve the minutes of February 2, 2024 with a correction to Discussion
Item 2 adding Krista Leyva as the alternate for the Friends of the San Dieguito River Valley and Linda

Oster seconded the motion.
All members were in favor.
Abstain: None
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Chair’s Report — Chair Khoury reported on the topics discussed at the last two JPA meetings, which
included the Lake Hodges Dam consequence report, the JPA’s purchase of a new truck, the annual
contribution of $25,000 from SDRVC to JPA’s operating fund and honoring Phil Pryde and Jan Fuchs
retiring from the CAC.

Chair Khoury stated that he, and others from the Conservancy investigated 770 acres for sale adjacent to
Rancho Guejito.

Cheryl Goddard shared that the property is being considered by the County of San Diego as an acquisition
to be obtained by state agency grants. Jonathan Applebaum added that the Rancho Guejito land is verified
mountain lion corridor.

Executive Director’s Report —Director Anderson expanded on the positive relationship with the
Conservancy and that representatives from both organizations have been meeting regarding the
Conservancy’s desire to contribute towards the JPA annual operations fund.

Director Anderson commended the CAC members who agreed to serve on the Interpretation, Project
Review and Trails Committees.

Director Anderson reported that JPA will receive $166,500 from the Dept. of the Navy for the sale of the
conservation easement at Sycamore Westridge and explained the allocation of the funds approved by the
JPA Board

Director Anderson updated the status of representatives for the CAC and the possibility of suspending
those groups that are not represented.

Director Anderson shared the JPA’s recent events and activities, such as: the Cactus Wren habitat
restoration project funded by SANDAG, the plans for the second year of the Watershed Explorers
Program funded by the Outdoor Equity Grant and hiring an environmental planner with a projected start
date of June 3. Upcoming events will include the Volunteer Appreciation Party on May 19" and the W-
19 lagoon restoration project’s estimated September ribbon cutting and trail opening.

Public Comment — Beth Nelson from the San Dieguito Planning Group shared information on a
project that has been submitted to the city for a 48,000-sf. two-story sports complex on the 24 acres of
wetlands adjacent to the former polo fields.

SDRVC Director Cheryl Goddard shared upcoming events listed on their website, www.sdrvc.org
including Valley Vibes event June 2nd.

Becky Rapp from Rancho Bernardo Planning Group shared information about the County’s proposed

social equity cannabis program to expand to the back county. She stated that a possible negative side-
effect could be from run-off from pesticides that would reach the watershed.
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DISCUSSION/ACTION

Reach the Beach Trail Status

Director Anderson presented the status of the Reach the Beach trail and how the proposed
Fairgrounds trail and gateway fit into the plan. Anderson explained the results of the JPA’s
2012 feasibility study that recommended the preferred trail alignments and their current status
and the continuing challenges facing trail access to the beach including the SANDAG train
double-track project and seasonal platform plans that provide limited room on the north side for
a multi-use trail Other challenges include crossing roads and permit restrictions regarding
equestrian access.

Director Anderson reported on the progress with the 22" Agricultural District of expanding the
buffer for the Western Gateway and the City of Del Mar’s exploration of a living levee.
No action was taken by the CAC.

Hodges Dam Replacement and Level (oral)

Chair Khoury explained the current level of Lake Hodges and the issues surrounding the City’s
requirement to keep the lake level at 280 feet. He referred to the details of the consequence
report that was completed for Lake Hodges Dam and correspondence from the city regarding
expediting the planning for the dam replacement.

There was a discussion about the conservation of water, the decline of birdlife in the lake area,
and the tradeoffs for raising the level of the lake to 290 ft vs. keeping it at the state’s mandated
level of 280 ft.

Bob Oniel made a motion to have the JPA examine further the consequences of the lake level
of 280’ vs. 290’ and Linda Oster seconded the motion.

All members were in favor.

Abstain: none

CAC Roster Updates

Director Anderson reported on the CAC Roster updates in her Executive Director report. She
explained that the San Diego Farm Bureau is not able to provide a representative to attend the
CAC meetings and may have to be suspended. She also mentioned that C-3 has not yet
assigned a new representative.

Committee Reports

a. Project Review Committee — Pam Heatherington reported that the committee attended
a site visit to the Surf Cup proposed Sport Complex on Via de la Valle and that a future field
trip is planned for the proposed Senior Living Facility on El Camino Real.
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b. Trails Committee — Jennifer Disser reported that the committee met on April 10™ and
discussed e-bike use on trails and the trail survey to be performed June 20" & 23rd. The trails

committee is seeking volunteers to help with the trail survey.

c. Interpretation Committee - no report

INFORMATION

Horsepark Trail (oral report) — Director Anderson reported that the trail remains closed and that
there has been no response from the 22" Agricultural District to the correspondence sent by the JPA
Board. The JPA Board will be addressing this at their next meeting.

Osuna Trail Segment of CTC Trail (oral) - Director Anderson reported the project is still in the site
development permit phase. She added that a 25-year license agreement to operate the trail on the City
of San Diego’s property has been granted.

Coast to Crest Gaps Planning Studies (oral) — Director Anderson intends to present on the CTC
Gaps at the next CAC meeting.

Other Park Updates (oral report) —no report

Correspondence — Letters from SCE regarding lagoon sedimentation effects and from Sandy Lane
Resident to SANDAG are on the SDRP website CAC page for review.

Maggie Brown made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Linda Oster seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjourned at 12:42 pm.
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TO: CAC
FROM: Staff

SUBJECT: Sutherland Segment of Coast to Crest Trail

Staff and our consultant team led by KTU+A Landscape Architects are making progress
planning and designing two gaps in the CTC Trail, the proposed alignment of the
Sutherland trail segment and the evaluation of three trail alignment alternatives for the
East San Pasqual trail segment.

A slide presentation of the proposed alignment for the Sutherland trail segment will be
given at this CAC meeting to explain the process for selecting the trail route, results of
site visits and the environmental issues encountered, land use considerations, details on
specific features of the proposed trail, and next steps. Time will be allocated for questions
and input and suggestions as we refine the trail details.

Sutherland Trail Segment of CTC Trail Summary

The presentation will focus on the Sutherland Trail. The proposed trail alignment starts
where the Upper Santa Ysabel Trail meets Black Canyon Road and ends at the CTC trail
segment on Santa Ysabel West Preserve. It travels over land owned by different entities
including the U.S. Forest Service, City of San Diego, the Mesa Grande Band of Mission
Indians, San Dieguito River Valley Conservancy and the JPA. In addition to identifying a
feasible route, the team is evaluating and designing features such as crossing Black
Canyon Road, grading methods, number and types of drainage crossings, Bloomdale
Creek crossing design, locating an overnight camping facility, and identifying
environmental impacts and mitigation requirements. Utilizing the old Black Canyon
Road bridge as a trail viewpoint is also proposed. These details are in development and
will be used to prepare detailed trail project plans and construction cost estimates. Next
steps include increased property owner engagement and environmental analysis required
by CEQA.

East San Pasqual Trail Segment

Three alternative alignments for the East San Pasqual segment are being evaluated and
documented in a feasibility study to identify a preferred alignment. The trail segment
starts at the San Pasqual Staging area at Bandy Canyon and Highway 78 and ends at the
Boden Canyon trailhead where it will connect to the Lower Santa Ysabel Trail segment.
Most of the trail alignments are located on land owned by the City of San Diego Public
Utilities although a short portion crosses land owned by the County and within the
Caltrans right-of-way. The trail must cross Highway 78 and three different options for
crossing the highway are being evaluated. Other considerations include traversing active
citrus and avocado orchards and steep terrain and areas with sensitive animal species. The
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feasibility study will identify a preferred trail alignment based on factors including trail
user experience, cost, constructability, environmental resource impacts, and land use
impacts. The feasibility study will be available for review in the next few weeks. Detailed
trail plans will be prepared for the preferred alignment only.

Respectfully submitted,

Shawna Anderson
Executive Director

Attachment A: Project Location Map, Coast to Crest Trail Gaps
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